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GRAPHICS AND DESIGN IN LEARNING 

Workbook  |  November 9, 2021 

 

GRAPHICS AND DESIGN BINGO 
Use this BINGO card to spot examples of graphics and design during our class. 

Graphics tell a 
story 

Silhouettes Squares as 
bullet points 

Icon that 
reinforces 

words 

Rectangles as 
bullet points 

Graphics 
made from 

shapes 

Photograph Suitcase made 
with shapes 

Icons + one 
(or two) 
words 

Trapezoids as 
bullet points 

Colors to 
show 

navigation 

Removal of 
distracting 

graphics 

Quote bubbles 
as bullet 

points 

Intentional 
time for 
reading  

Circles as 
bullet points 

Workbook so 
the PPT 

doesn’t have to 
work so hard. 

 

High level ideas I want to remember: 
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Design rules 
What rules would you like to make for yourself based on the research and the role that graphics 
can play in a learning product? 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

 

Here are some of Nancy’s rules to get you thinking: 

 I will advocate for effective, research-aligned use of graphics and design to increase what 
people learn and remember. 

 I will avoid use of bullet points as much as possible.  
 I will recognize that people don’t have learning styles but that everyone is a visual learner 

and needs effective graphics to learn. 
 I will reduce words on a slide to the minimum needed to hold the idea. 
 I will use visual graphics and verbal information together to increase what people learn. 
 I will use more graphics with beginners. 
 I will start every design project away from a computer.  
 I will diversify the functions that graphics serve in what I produce (navigation, progression 

of an idea, conceptual depictions of information). 
 I will remove purely decorative graphics from my content slides. 
 I will manage branding in a way that doesn’t distract. I recognize that a logo or branding 

banner on every slide is distracting. 
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Style Guide Worksheet 
Use this worksheet to guide your design decisions. You can share a version of this with colleagues or 
subcontractors to establish a shared learning program style guide.  

Project  
 

Purpose  
 

Focus audience  
 

High level instructional 
design elements 
 
What functions will drive 
graphic choice: 
-- Concept progression 
-- Navigation 
-- Story flow 

 

 

Images 
 
Which fits best to this 
project: 
-- Photographs 
-- Illustrations 
-- Silhouettes 
-- Icons and symbols 
-- Information graphics 
-- Shapes 
 

 

Colors 
 
What are your 3-5 
project colors? 
 

 

Fonts 
 
--Serif (print) 
--Sans serif (screen) 
 

 

Layout 
 
How will you consider: 
--Centering 
--Alignment 
--Chunking 
--Contiguity of graphics 
with text 
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Graphic & design review 
Here are some steps to take as you start and review your product for design. I’ve left space between the sections to 
give you space to add in your own ideas. 

 

BEFORE SITTING AT A COMPUTER 

 Have a clear purpose.  
 Develop content.  
 Develop project style guide. This will restrain your use of color and fonts.  
 Chunk your content into clear chapters. Build a hierarchy of information. 
 Explore your narrative. Your narrative will guide your choice of design and colors.  

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT STEPS 

 Integrate your chunks and style guide into your product. 
 Edit your text so it is clear and relevant. 
 If developing a training or presentation, create a handout that contains background 

information, checklists, or other tools. Don’t make your poor PowerPoint do all of the 
heavy lifting! 

 

 

 

 

 

REVIEW PROCESS 

 Review slides to make sure they are crisp and uncluttered. 
 Review slides to ensure they don’t contain your whole presentation but support it. 
 Use animation or highlighting to raise attention to key information. Don’t overuse it.  
 Check that you have contrast on slides to make information pop. Make sure the contrast 

underscores your learning goals. 
 Check that you use repetition to support navigation and reduce stress.  
 Check the alignment of elements. Remember: center align text for titles, not content.  
 Check that you use bullet points minimally if at all.  
 Check that graphics and their explanatory text are obviously connected.  
 Check that branding is in service to learning goals.  
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Graphic & Design Resources 
 

Design tools 

Canva -- https://www.canva.com/ 

 

Powerpoint tools 

Poweruser -- https://www.powerusersoftwares.com/ 

Brightslide -- https://www.brightcarbon.com/brightslide/ 

Draw instructions -- https://community.articulate.com/articles/guide-to-creating-illustrations-in-
powerpoint-for-people-who-don-t-know-how-to-draw 

 

Photos 

Unsplash --https://unsplash.com/ 

Duotone -- https://duotone.shapefactory.co/ 

I also use the Stock Images and Online Pictures found in PPT under Insert > Pictures.  

 

Illustrations 

Blush -- https://blush.design/ 

BlackIllustrations -- https://www.blackillustrations.com/ 

Undraw -- https://undraw.co/illustrations 

 

Icons 

HealthIcons -- https://healthicons.org/ 

Noun Project -- https://thenounproject.com/ 

 

Reference books 

The Non-Designer’s Presentation Book by Robin Williams (2018) 

Dual Coding with Teachers by Oliver Caviglioli (2019) 

Design for How People Learn by Julie Dirksen (2016) 

Visual Design Solutions by Connie Malamed (2015) 

 

Other great learning-related books 

Evident-Informed Learning Design by Mirjam Neelen & Paul Kirschner (2020) 

How Learning Happens by Paul Kirschner and Carl Kendrick (2020) 

Evidence-Based Training Methods by Ruth Colvin Cark (2015) 

 

→ Make sure you follow Mike Taylor for cool presentation tips and tools: 

https://mike-taylor.org/. 
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